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Inspired by name from

history of the Kifalnya city S

Synaos Think: Tank Association

(Synaos Fikir Kulobu SH) was

founded in March 2006 in the
KitahyaPurpose of the establichment

of our Think Tank Association (SHQAs,
ensure 1o people that has infellectual
knowledge living in our city bring their
knowledge and experience in their field
for urban and infellectual development
together and creafe a platform where
tney can exchange ideas, collaborate on
Innovative projects, and contribufe 1o fhe
social, cutiural, and economic advancement
of Kitahya. Our association aims fo fosfer
Infellectual discussions, support research
and development inttiatives, and organize
events fhat bring fogetiner experts,
academics, and professionals from various
disciplines o shape the fufure of our cfty.
As part of our efforts 1o implement
mpactful projects, we established a
dedicated communication feam within our
association. This feam collects and
organizes relevant dafa and bulds strong
networks both nationally and infernationall.
By actively engaging with individuals and
Instifufions experienced in project
development, we enhance our capacty 1o
design and manage colaborative iniatives.
Our group also mainfains an active online
presence 1o reach potential partners across
Urkey and abroad, enabling us fo foke
port in a variety of meaningful
forward-looking projects.
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ABOUT
KUTAHYA
ciTy

Kifahya 1s a historic province in wesfern
Turkey, covering an area of 1881 km? wifh a
total population of approximately 573000 (2011
estimate). The city cenfer is home fo around
260000 residents.

Disfricts

The province consists of B districts,
Including he city center
Aftintag, Adlanaga, Gavdarhisar, Domanig,
Dumluginar, Emef, Gediz, Hearclk, Pozorlar,
Sophane, Simav, Tavsanl, and Kifalhya City

Centre.
Stes of Interest
Kitolya is rich in natural beauty and historicol e DORSUK BIUEa AT
landmarks. Notable sttes include: AN ELEVATION OF 930
. METERS. ITS ANCIENT
Natural Aftractions: Gamlica Forest, Mount Mura, NAME WAS COTYAEUM,
: . o AROMAN TITLE THAT I
Hiarlktepe, Ebem Pine Grove, Goletk Plafeou, STISL RECOINIZED S
Nafia Spring, Harlek and Yoncall Thermal Springs LOI0E N CINTILE 0] 11150
Pring : Prnge, TEXTS. THE CITY IS A
Eynal Hot Springs. MAJOR CENTER FOR
S o TRADITIONAL
Historical Sifes: Aizanoi Ancient City, Kifahya CERAMICS AND TILES,
. FAMED FORIT
Costle, Grond Mosque, Vacidye Medrese (old COLORF[?L GLiZED
theological schodl), and Kitalya Museum. SR DO BOR
Cuttural: Dumupinar Monument and fradtional GENERATIONS.
Offoman-style houses, parficularly along Germiyon - -
Shreet IS
p Co-funded bY —
the European
Erosmust
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CITY OVERVIEW

Modern industries in Kitalhya include
sugor refining, leather fanning, nitrafe
processing, and meerschaum carving.

The regon's ogricutiural oufput
includes cereals, fruts, and sugar
beet. Animal usbandry and lignite

Mining are also important 1o tne local
£CONoiY.

Kitahya is wel-connected by road
ond rail fo major Turkich cifies
including Balikesir (250 ki), Konya
(450 km), Eskigehir (10 km), and
Ankara (300 k). The province's
largest fown offer the center is
Tavsani,

History
Kifanya's roots stretoh back to the
2rd milennum BCE. Known as Kotiaion
(the city of e goddess Kotys), if
played a significant role along trade

routes between the Marimara region
and Mesopotamia. Throughout history,
te city was part of e Phrygon
kingdom, fhe Roman Empire, the
Byzantine Empire, and later the Seljuk
and Oftoman Empires.
Significant historicol events include:
Becoming te cagifal of the
Germiyand principalty in 02
Infegration info the Offoman Empire in
1428
Emergence as a key cenfer for

ceramic arts after fle-makers from
Tabriz were reseffled here in b4 by
Sulfan Selim |.







Cuttural Legacy + Education

Kitahya Dumlupinar Universtty, with tts main and Germiyan
campuses, plays a vital role in fhe cty's academic ond
cutiural life. The region is also home fo many fradfional
wooden Oftoman houses, reflecting a rich architectural
heritage.

Notable. People from Kitalnyo

Aesop - Ancient Grreek sforyteller of fables (believed
birfiplace)

Lajos Kossuth - Hungarion polifical leader and freedom
figter

Komitas Vordapet - Armenian priest, composer, and

ethinomusicologist
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"Fok Dance Fiesta' is more than a celebration
of movement—it's a heartfett journey info the
soul of different cutures. Through the
riytnms and steps of fradional fok dances,
porticipants are invited 1o connect not only with
unfamiliar trodtions bur with fhe people and
stories behind fhem. Each dance becomes a
shared languoge, offering moments of joy,
discovery, and deep reflection. As porficipants
learn from one another, they begin to see the
beauty in both their differences and common
ground. In this warm and welcoming space,
barriers fade, friendships form, and a genuine
appreciation for dversity blossoms—bringing fo
ife the spirit of the Inclusion and Diversity
Strafeqgy, and reminding us all that unty grows
where hearfs are open.
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Parhupan’rs wil be accommodated o Gmln o
Ginar Hotel, located just | km from the city
center. Rooms wil be shared by three people
and include 24-hour ot water (with shower
focifies) and towels. Breakfast and other meals
wil be served in the hotel's restourant. A floor
of the hofel wil be reserved exclusively for
e progect: tea, coffee, and water wil be
ovalable, and participants wil also be able fo
use a large screen in fhe common room for
project work.

Transportation from Zofer Airport to the hofel
wil be provided by shuttie service.

In cose of any emergency, here is the
hotel's location: Google
Address: Cumhun\/e’r MalnallesL Haymeana
Coddes, No®l, Pk:43020 Merkez / KUTAHYA
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/E8gnsVBr8v3YzbK49
https://maps.app.goo.gl/E8gnsVBr8v3YzbK49
https://maps.app.goo.gl/E8gnsVBr8v3YzbK49

HOW TO GET TO THE VENUE?

I youre arriving from abroad, s very likely that your first stop in
Turkiye wil be Isfanbul, wihich has two main airports:

o Istanbul Airport (ST)

o Sobina Gokeen Airport (SAW)

Please note that fights fo Kifahya Zafer Airport only operate from
Istanbul Airport (IST). There are currently no direct fights from Sabina
Gokgen o Kitahya. Therefore, we highly recommend booking your
infernational fight o arrive at Istanbul Adirport.

it you arrive at Sabina Gokgen, you can il reach Istanbul Airport by
using the Havabus Pendk shuttle. These buses depart from the open
porking area of e arrivals floor and wil fake you drectly fo Istanbul
Airport.

Afternatively, it you plan fo travel from Sabina Gokeen fo Kitahya by
bus, you wil need fo reach one of Isfanbul's infercity bus ferminals:

o Harem Bus Terminal (approx. 25 km from SAW)

o Esenler Bus Terminal (approx. 53 km from SAW)

You may also travel fo Kitahya by frain. The nearest frain stafion to
Sobina Giokeen is Pendk Station, which is about 14 km away.

it you choose to travel fo Kitahya by bus or train, we wil be happy to
pick you up from the terminal or stafion and bring you fo the hofel.
Al further defals wil be shared in e project's WhatsApp groups.
We wich you a safe and pleasant journey in advance!
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ProjecleObjectives

Folk Dance Fiesta' is an ambifious and vital
profct aimed at addressing some of the most
pressing issues faced by young people in Europe
today. At the heart of our infiafive is the desire
to use fradtfional fok dances and creafive arts as
powerful fools 1o overcome cutiural dvides, promofe
social inclusion, and foster a sense of shared
Europeon identity.

The objectives of this project, specificaly from a
youtih work: practice perspective, are designed fo
empower young participants by providing tnem
with the skils, knowledge, and opporfuniiies
needed 1o frive in an increasingly diverse ond
Inferconnected Europe.

EMPOWER
MARGINALIZED YOUTH
THROUGH CULTURAL
EXPRESSION
PROMOTE SOCIAL
INCLUSION AND
INTERCULTURAL
DIALOGUE
CHALLENGE AND
DISMANTLE
STEREOTYPES



AN Co-funded by
L the European Union

éizwéé%% CSZ’W

The tofal reimbursements will be The tofal reimbursements wil be
transfered 1o he account of fhe transfered 1o the account of the

sending association, then wil be sending association, then wil be
allocated among participants allocated amongparticiponts
according 1o real expenses on according 1o real expenses on
reimbursement forms. reimbursement forms.

The reimburseiment wil be done for The reimbursement wil be done for
fne real expenses spenton fraveling fhe real  expenses spenton fraveling
under tne fravel budget mits defined under the fravel budget limifs defined
by Erasmus + programme. by Erasmus + programme.

Bank transfer commissions Wil ot Bank fransfer commissions wil not

becovered by the host organizafion.  becovered by fhe host organization.
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